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5 your mote ſerious occupations of. the 
law have not intirely habituated your: 
mind to a full contempt, and ſtrong; Fa 
BK ©.” diſtaſly, of all lighter ſtudies; (the ee nn 
of many grave practitioners of the bar): per«* 
mit Me to- indulge the hopes of -furnilhing. 
| Fav with, matter for the amuſement , 
"= Wk hour, Was my ability, to entertain Peng, 
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; 9 er . 1 18. W 0 that 
© would rurn his thoughts with greater chear-. 
dies to that end; as indeed, there is none, 
1 1 can. owe: You greater obligations. In. 
Me, it would be no more than a. grateful +. 
acknowledgment, to give You'fore hours of 
relaxation, after the many days of trouble I 
have given You, on affairs not to be men- 
tioned in this place. But all I can pretend 
tol offer 6F that kind, will, I fear, rather 
your further favour and indulgence. _ 
is However, like ſome unfortunate client, who 
= (by worſe advice, than You would give him) 
bas imbark'd in a deſperate ſuitz as I am 
= already'in, I muſt go on, let Me gęt 3 3 
vel as 1 can. I would even com So ©; 
bear, that the ſubject might 1 your 
Peruſal on ſome vacant Salardαν y or that ie 
> had fill'd up the void (for it is not immoral) 
of ſome rainy Sunday; at: leaſt, that it had 
been dipp'd into between the Terms; or that 
perhaps it e been 80 . the WON - 
| | {Yacation. . 


4 Q n 


I can even fn n to my mind! ol 'Y 
Me here a little poetical licence) ing this. * 
| pike, on the firſt receipt, with the face of 
a Riad, and ſolicitous friend; I can i imagine, . 
that Ifee You in expectation of finding in. 
closed the Draught of ſome enormous Bill; % 
and ow almoſt hear You ſay ee 9 


IP th * < 
This iſt be Oi Heir at Law, Plaintiff, 


2 . —, Doctor in Divinity, oe. - 
| I can paint Lou, under no little für- 


* le when, ter having turned to the Title 


page, Tou diſcover the contents to be no 
more than ſome idle reports from Parnaſſus ; 
and when You. meet with. the Name of Grk 
Zilda, I can conceive You, not without con- 
cern, reflect; that any man of common 
ſenſe ſhould waſte his time and e on re- 


al an old W Nn 


But it Will! never. be your cad} ts con- 
demn, unheard, Let Me therefore firſt put 


in my plea. The courts of Abet LO, as Welk 


as thoſe of his Siſter, your troneſs, ate 
ruled by authorities and fecedents. The 


Students of Parnassvs are, not witten? ll 


their poetical Cox xs, on 
roxs 3, and tho? not always t the pur 


(as may happen ſometimes at tet 


They will argue as loud, and as Denen 9 
inf. on the precedents and authorities of - 
| ſuch, as have been eſteemed moſt learned iu 
their Jaws (for inſtance, on the repotts of a; 


Boccace, a PETRARCH,, or a CHAVERBR,/ 


as my ingenious friend on the Reports of a 
Hor, A Hax, Or A een Fhew: _ 


this 1 5 Ag hal caſe. 


bee 
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Such of the s of this TY as may 
| .- not happen to be converſant with the Authors, | 
l $ 8. whom the Story of Gerse't DA an 
Goat? nus, has been invented, amplify 555 
or improv'd, may think it not unſatisf; 
= to receive. ſuch information as can © 

8 either from i Inquiry, or conjecture. * 
ls am apt to imagine, that this Shed ka 

1 ſome foundation in 3 but that paſſing 
E thro” the hands of M Writers duch 8 
da out, own Geofrey of Monmouth) * Ob- 
=  ftinacy of Georges, and the Patience 
© of Gant, have bee highly ilumined, 
_ if not greatly exa ates and that thence 
Bäng, from the Probable to the Marvellous, 
= the Subject paſs'd to ſome Provencat Bard ; 

E which lan guage, after a long age of 'i no- 
Nee, was eſteem'd the moſt poliſb'd o all 
_- the Modern. Hence, as I ſuppoſe, the 075 
dan to Bocrace; . modelli 

inſerted it as the Laſt and Beſt o the 
dias in his Decameron. Higher, than Boc- 
mae, We are not able to trace it, tho* We 
may well ſoppoſe its Original is higher; for 
a, i is well Known, Was rately the 
= mnveator, tho? always the impftover, of the 


oak a * of * memory, or haſte of 
OO 2 


ſtories he relates. It was either from an error 
of the Prefs, or inadvertency of the Reviſor. 


— chat We find e odds in 

Mr. '; Preface to his Fables, 

at of: GRZ Wat the invoition' . oh 
“ Petrarch; y bim ſent” 1 Boecace'; from! 
<< whom it came 10 Chaucer,” ' Mr. Dan, 
who is rarely guilty of miſtakes of this kind,” 
vndoubiedly i meant to fuß, ' That this my 
af ib indem of Boi 
66 Petrarch ; ; from toben came lo Chaue 
For that is che fac : and it is for this reaſon; 
that the Lalu Letter from Peiramb Ws. 


5 Boceate, which incloſed his tranſlation, is here 


ſubjoin'd at the «end* of this Piece. The in- 
que, 1 imagin'd, might not be diſpleis'd 


as it is only to FD be found in the Collection of 
that Author's compoſitions in Latin; Wiek 
| become every day more rare, and EIS 

Wh ſeen da i in the n the eur e 


In this Letter; Pes 
mere 15 he bad 10! 
copy of his Decameron ; and ft f 
for having but lightly — 2 it; pole _ 
rode poſt thro* it, as he confeſſes (Hin. 


viatoris in morem} a negligence ariſing, part d 1 3 1 


ly from his own private Secupations, zn 
3 Fat from the public diſtractiogs of he 
0 10 er, the Laſt of the Tales ö 
a turn ue very different from 
man . nge, at in- 
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peruſal” of that Letter; efpeciallyy 3 : 


— 


is | . . * 1 K vii % 
= =p He affirms; that he could not 
=  forbear reading it, till he had. N it by heart; 4 
| 5 —4 this at a time, whet ſo incom» 


= te with cares, either Doble or Wwate, 
_— that he had almoſt forgot himſelf, he cook, ML. 
tat method (as he adds) not only for the 
amuſement of his own thoughts, in private, | 
hut for. the entertainment of his friends in 
 - company; with deſign. to repeat the Story, 
with more caſe and advantage, whenever we 7 
EF” torn; of converſation might permit him to 
introduce the ſubject. Having found by the 

eneral approbation of all who heard it, 1 5 : 
bs 5 Was not ſingular in his affection, at laſt. 

be took up the reſolution of turning it into 
Latin; that the beauties of. it might not lie 
conceal'd, from: ſuch as were ignorant of the. 
'. Talon Tongue. But here he hopes his in- 
daulgence, if not his approbation, ph the li- 
berties he had taken, in dreſſing his thoughts 
i bis own words, and in making ſome few _ 
alterations and additions in -the: narration. 

1 ha or he profeſſes to have blow'd 8 Nan y 
= gown by Horace « tl 166 ede ol 


1 © "al on verh rain rein ls 
$: ee . | 


oF lb whether to be ah e or - If 4 
- advantage: of the Poem, or to uſe his -- = 
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his judgment; — efires: 10 by W | 
of this Dedication which he makes him 1% 

his own work; which, he ſays, he is at a los. 

to know what to calf; whether 4 Fiction or 
Hiſtory ; and feems '*: defirous that Boecace 
would inform him, whether he was really 
the neee * only the ene of the iſ 
Sar. r mor Es Rs 


After Ks" Prefator) y oli - the Tran-/ 

Nation follows ; which; to do juſtice to Pe. 

trarch, is, thro? the while; much ampliſy' d, 
and much improy'd, . He likewiſe; begins it 
with a fuller deſcription of the country of 
Saluzzo, and concludęs it with an 1 
moral, than Boccace. © Chaucer, to whom this 
Story came from utrarch, recains h mera, 
but throws the deſcription into the Clerk of 
$s Prologue ; he adds his:Reafon for ĩt: 
which I ſhall the rather tranſcribe, in order 
to give the Cw Wan » ſpecimen of üs 21 
WR en n enn i 
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( kre he the bodie of his tals writeth) + Bm 


5 A proheme, in the whiche deſeriveth he | 
4 Piment, and of Saluce che country, 
+ And ſpekith of 4ypennize hillis hie, iv 


That ben the boundis of hl Lombardie, | m_ 
nr FF 1 
Whereas the Po out of a welle Wale 
atze his firſt ſpringing and his ſours, et 
That eftewarde ev're encrefith in his cours | " 
IS Mailers, 20 Ferare, and Veniſo, . 


2) The which >'hnig tie dein to deviſe,” 


© And e e e jugdment, 


p A prepay impertinent, 
nene Ge. mM 


But 
dation. follows a ſort of 


wy return to Run "After his brane, 
poſtſcript, or con 


tinuation of his letter, which the editors of 


his Latin works have not ſufficiently. 
Here Petrarch 


ſtinguiſhed from the Story. 


di- 


* 


again renews the doubt he intimated before, 
Whether this Story of Hocrace, which he had 
taken the pains to tranſlate, was truly hiſto- 


rita, or ry fictitious, 


ent, he proceeds to 
effect the meer peruſal of it 


* 
CY 


"his particular friends. 
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mitted it to * W 


bob an acquaintance: 


note and genius, vir altiffims: 
 pliciſque notitis. That this perſon had bare, 
gone half way thro' it, when he was 
vented by a flood of tears; that after-athore” 
pauſe, he reſumed it again, but with all his 
15 recollection was not able to proceed: That 
nu pon this, he declined whe 
copy (that of the tranſlatio 
of one of his companions, a ſon of 4 
whom he intreated to finiſh the Story. 1 
took this, adds Petrarch, as an inſtance of his 
great good - nature, for in the whole circle of 
my acquaintance, I never knew a man of 
more humanity; Between his deſire and in- 


oa) into the hands 


__ 7 


eee 0 5 1985 FT 
L un dur, . . 


| Boccace, it plainly appears, that Petrarth's 


* and ret 


at Padua, whole he.commends, as a man of | 
Tg ent," ma 
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„and p put the 5 


capacity of proceeding, he repeated (theſe © : 
lines of "ny dry es 1 8 of apology. a 
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Tale of Gars DA and GvatTarnvs is 
tranſlation i in Latin, from that firſt publifl*d 
in 7alian” by Boccace. How Chaucer came” 
to take it up at a third hand, that is, after 

ce Sh our- next ſubject of : 


ty - 


Pehak this abſtract of Petrarch's 1 0 9 3 


. Was 4 r unh the Story, 
that he got it by heart, with a view of re- 


of his friends. This, he ſeems 0 ſay, was 
his conſtant method ; and hence it may be 


and might have repeated 
uſt he reſalv'd, for he benefit of thoſe, who 
i000 4 Language more laſting and univerſal, 


of letters; after having 
eee, friend -at Padua, he talles a little 


it to à friend at / Verand; of all Which, I 
make no other uſe than to ſhow, that Betrarch 


was fo'taken w 
that as well before, as after he had tranſlated 


* It; he made it this uſual· cuſtem to eommuni- 


evemof an age, at his return, to enter; 1 4 
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g it in company, for the entertainment 


concluded, that he had teptated it co many, 
it to Chaucti. 


dboertyiriant in the Halian, to turn it 


with an intention to -perpetuate the ſingular 
beauties he found in that Story, to all men 
:mefitioned what hap» 


1inthe fame-epiitle, of having-ſhow!d ' 


of this tale; 


ith the deſign 


cate it to his friends and aniong theſe i may. 


venture to name Chaucer. L his wk Alertien 


may rem to require ſome you's — — (of 
700 187 nels * Ih end JE 4 E. 8,7 ; 
;*Here gire Me leave to obſer 68 
"bad no ſooner quirted-the. univerſity, than he | 
went early abroad on his travels. He was | 


| ſelf (as we now ſay) of the Temple - Aﬀter | 
this, he got footing at court 3 and after thaty = 
Tue erdie'd abs but was | 


LON e 


— 


| - abſolutel intruſted by — II. with 
ſeveral foreign Negotiations z and ſame ff 
| theſe, which make more particularly to our i 
ſubjett, were even in Lay. Let us firft 
grant, that there is a ility the two 
oets, the Engliſh and the Italian, were not 
unknown to each other, when Chaucer went 
firſt abroad; add to this, that Chancer is Rid 
to have attended the duke of Clarthee at his 
marriage wich the daughter of the duke of 
Milan, where Paulus Fovius directiy fays 
Petrarch was preſent, This was in the Year 
1368, che 43d of the reign. of amm IE 
And let us give further allowance, for ce 
embaſſy, on hich Cbaucer was afterwards 3 
ſent; in the 46th year of the ſame reign, zo 
treat with Suns and ſenate of Genoa ; "this 
= airitance will then ſeem not im- 
. | And I muſt further obſerve, that 
# Tn Petrarcb's letter to Bocrace is ix 
„che year 1373. ſubſequent to Chancer's laſt 
n embaſſy to Zaly. From all: which, I hope © 
| you Will indulge me with one conjecture 3 = 
if J ſhould: preſu Nhat the perſon of ſa 
much humanit hom Petrarch mientions/ 1 
to have ſeen at adua, may be taken fo b i 
very Chaucer. hink che words which 
Chaucer puts into the Clerk of Oxford's mou 
Ware goc= grounds for this ſuggeſtion, . For 
3 WH <rtaialy in that particular our Author ſeemg' i 
. nn * 
: FEY 2 
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He does it more Rrongl en oberer 
pu" Aon This is the pailige. 
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en whicke cheek 
1 5 ; 61 Learnid at Pad of a worthy clerke, 5 N 
As, prey d is by his wordes, and by his werke. 
He is now dede, and nailid in his cheſte, Fil! = 
g Fr 10 God to ſend his foul good et 


Ho eden, beraten, the Laureate Poete, Sea 
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By ad "on born ſaid, it is onde; that, = 
| this Tale; take it either as a fact of hiſtory, | 
or as a fiction of fable, has already paſgd- 
through the hands of Boccace, Petrarch, 
and 5 that is, E, the hands of 
three men of as great genius as ever appear'd: 
in one age. Boccact may be ſuppos*'d to have 
improv'd on thoſe he follow'd; Petrarccb 
moſt certainly improv'd on him; and our 
we Countryman undeniably improv'd on them 
doch. At the ſame time that I fay this, I 
. muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, that tho upon the 
1 7 give the preference 10 Cbaucer s 
1 $ manner of treating this ſtory, yet, here and 
at there, 1 thought he had omitted ſome! | 


2 = - 5 5 P 8 - * 1 4 * , 
— ines: 


beauties diſcernible in  Petraych z” and. ſtill 
think; there are others remaining in Boccace,) . 
! . 08 which Petrarch has omitted. I have com- 
HE. pared them one with the other; and have 
1 . e to chan * . and found 
1 MN A ocean 


1 rather to ad Pe to amis * = 
that ſhould .You pronounce, Me -guiley-on 
the whole, I hope You. will not condemn” 
Me for ſins of at J Tho Chaucer. was 
my chief guide, I could. not forbear.confule- i 
ing the other two; and if by this method 
the Story has receiv'd any improvement, 1 
will fairly acknowledge (to apply with juſtise 
what a great Writer on a like occaſion kid 
out of modeſty) That, I. could have done = 
: norhing — — their aſſiſtance; that, Facile 
eft inventis addere, is no great commendation; 2 v | 
and that, I am not ſo vain as to W 1 . — 
e a greater. ry 
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Y * 1 
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Te thalt-not trouble You ho with any ac-/ 
count or defence of this kind of tranſlation 3 — 
Mr. Dryden has ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd the uſc 
and advantage of it, as — as it regards the 
modern Engliſh reader: But what is of 
W greater prevalence and force, than any argu- 
ment, he has proved and demonſtrated it? 
by his own practice and example, For - 
hold Mr. Dryden to have been the firſt, ho 
put the merit of Thaucer into its full and 
true light, by turning ſome of the Canter = 
% Tales into our language, as, it is, now i 
relfin'd, or rather as he himſelf refin'd it. | 
This great Man, (whom I know to be your 
favourite, and therefore. I. will ſhelter myſelf . 
WMH Father. under * een = Ihe _ 
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that he was imbolden'd the more to this 

_ undertaking, as he found, he had a ſoul con- 
genial to Chaucer, and that he had been con- 
verfant in the ſame ſtudies. Is is certain, 
Mr. Dryden was every way qualified to fay. 
fo much, for he has moſt happily acquitted 
- Himſelf of his charge. And I cannot forbear 


_ adding, in due veneration of that excellerft 
_ Author, that it ſeems to Me a point, not 


exfy to determine; in what his chief excel. 

Jence- conſiſted : whether in the Talents of 
_ Criticiſm, or Poetry; none, I think, will 

venture to ſay, that his judgment was inferior 


nie. 8 


Triesting of Chaucer (whom he puts on a 
—_ footing of compariſon in ſome inſtances with Ml 
BE. 0Ov:i4) he obſerves; that, among other ex- 
manners; under which name are to be com- 
prehended the paſſions, . and, in à larger 
ſenſe, the deſcriptions of Perſons, and their 


very Habits. For inſtance, I ſee, fays Mr. 

; Is | *q* i: 112 : 

- - Dryden, as diſtinctly befgge me all the Pil- 
Tales, 


their 2 


grims in the Canterbury 


_ their features, and their very dreſſes, as if 
mad ſupp'd with them at the Tabbard in Souihb- 


/ 
* 
1 


wark. 


Tui confideration might lead us into | 


urge field of obſervation, were we to exten — 


8 . 5 it, bs | 


confine myſelf ſingly to his leſſer draughts 
I mean his Characters of the Pilgrims ; Wy 
theſe he touches with a hand fo maſterly 3 
that Mr. Dryden does not ſcruple to oy, that 
they compriſe, in one aſſemblage, the pic. 
tures of our Fore-fathers: and Grand-dames, 
Juſt ſuch as they were in the days of Chatter, . _ 
; adds, that their general Characters are = 
Sal remaining in mankind ;. and that they 
1 be found in England in theſe time 1 
ij 8. they may be called by other names than 3 1 
= thoſe of Monks, and Friers, and Canons, and - B 
= Lady Abeſſes, and Nuns, For human kind 
7 71 he) is ever the ſame; and nothing s 
loſt out of nature, tho? oy thing my: vs, WO 3 
clang'd, 8 F | q 2 
As to the point of gene e ar * 3 
Chaucer was moſt ſingularly happy; You © -J 7 
can name no Author eren of ns, —_— 
= * in the com . or in the ſatirie way, 
2 Cu 8 | -$ 


* 48 1 E 


it, e ſurvey af ha: 4h 1 _ 
as relators merely of the Tales, to an cam. 
nation of the various tempers and manners Mi 
of mankind, as we find them more expreſſ, 
| delineated in che ampler deſigns of the tales 
theſe perſons are made to reſate. To cm. 
pare 1 5 Characters with his Tales * his 
Characters, are but ſketches, of ſingle piece 
in miniature. His Tales, are complete com. 
poſitions at full length. At preſent I ſhal 


5 * 
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. 0 
2 4 3 


: equal, atleaſt Tupetion, to him. Give Me 
leave, only to throw together a few touches 
taken from his deſcriptions of the Pilgrims. 
The Knight, or old Soldier; who, thet that 
he was worthy (meaning a man of exceſlive 
bravery) yet was ' wiſe ! The Squire; with 
locks:curPd, juſt freſb from the preſs! The + 
Sguire's end 3 ſo ſmartly equip*d in his 
Coat and Hood of Green! The Lady Prioreſs; 
who wept if ſhe ſaw a Mouſe taken in a Trap? | 
The Monk ; a bold Rider, who had many an 
able Horſe in his Cable! The Frier; who 
fo fwretly heard Confeſſion, and whoſe Abſo- 
Alion was fo pleaſant! The Merchant ; who 
mend fo ſolemnly, ſhowing always the in. 
_ creſeof his Winning! T he Clerk of Oxford; 
_ who was a great Philoſopher, yet had but 
tile gold in his coffer } The Frankelin, or 
Country Gentleman; of ſanguine complexion, 
whoſe table dor mant ſtood a ways ready cover 4 
In his Bal! The Haberdaſper, with the reſt 
of the London-Cits; whoſe inutelless and 
Papes pronounced them each, an Alderman ! 
The Cry Co:k, that attended the motions of 
the former; who well could know a draught 
of London-ale ! The Shipman, or Sailor 
who rode as well as he cewld! The Wife of 
'Bath ; who knew ſo much of the good old 
dance! FI he good Parſon (this Character 1 
am fore muſt recolle&, for it has been 
| wolt 5 mederniz'd by Mr. Bom | 
W * 


. 


abo was 10 Aa and "poor, for he wat 
pious and learn! The n Brother | 
to the Parſon; who labour d hard to pay ms © 
dues!” The Miller s who knew well to Few 
corn ! The Mazciple, or Treaſurer "of the 
Temple; ſo wiſe in buying vittaile, that he gt 
a good eſtate! The Reve, or Country Stewards _ 
that could much better purchaſe than his Lard a 
The Fomner, or Apparitor; who had got 4 
few ſe bool terms of Latin by rote, Which he 
vended like a Parrot ! The Pardoner; with a 
pillow-brar, made of our Lachs ven! a m. 
nant of the ſail of St. Perer's Boat! and a 
viol full of pigs bones, which he ſ for the 
7 of /aints! The Canon; with head 
=. dropping like a fi1]! And the Canon 's 77omanz 
l nb a double wallet on the crupper of U 
| borſe ! To conclude, the Dofor. of PH; 
= whoſe fudy was little in the Bible! And W 9 
= Serjcant at Law ; who ſeemed much Fur 
= than he was! All theſe, 'I fay, are the 85 
ſtrokes of no common Genius, but of a man 
perfectly converſant in the turns and foibles 
of human nature. Obſerve but his manner il 
of throwing them in, and you will not think IF 
W 1 cxaggerate, if I fay, theſe turns of facire, _ 
mare not ubworthy of Perflus, Juvenal, „ 
Horace himfelf. Before I . cook upon this 
| fubje&t, I ſhall venture {as far as the ludicrous Ml 
| may hold compariſon” with the ſerious) to 
rank 0 Cbuucer with whatever we have of 
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If 


1 2 © 8 5 8 | : | | 


By * 
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| greacl nerfotion ! in i Character of Paint- 
Ing ; 1 ſhall venture to rank him (making 
this. allowance) either with Salut or C ad 
don; who in hiſtory are allowed to have been 
the greateſt Maſters of the Pictureſque; 
mean the beſt Drawers of Characters. JD. 
here ſome criticks will not-allow that the 
perſons, ſo deſcribed, are always conſiſtent 
with themſelves, at leaſt that their actions 
are always conformable to the Characters 
wen. of them by their hiſtorians; they wil 
never be able to lay that charge to Chaucer. 
A fault, however, more A cable to Claren- 
e . 


For it was not to 12 Aitinguithing * 
Character from Character, that the excellence 
of Cbaucer was confin'd 3 he was equally 


maſter of introducing them properly on the IM 


ſtage ; and after having introduced them, 
of ſupporting: them agreeably to the part 
they were formed to perſonate. In this he 
claims equal honour with the beſt comedians z 
there is no admirer of Plautus, Terence, or 
Ariſtophanes, that will pretend to ſay, Chaucer 
| has not equally, thro* his; Canterbury 7. ales, 
Jupported his Characters. And all muſt 
allow, that the plan, by which he connects 
and unites his Tales, one with another, 3 3 
well deſigned, and' £52] executed. You vilt | 
not think ! it loſs of tine, if I ance, into Us! | 
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to far m be ! to our 19 ab- 
ject. i 


The Ge of 8 * | Tales i is this 25 
Chaucer pretends, that intending; to pay Rs 
devotions to the ſhrine of, Thomas 4 Becket, 
he ſet up his horſe at the Tabbard. Inn in South- . 
wark, That he found in the inn a-number 
of Pilgrims, who ſeverally propos'd the fatne 
journey; and that they All 2 to ſup to- 


gether, and to ſet out the next morning on 


the ſame party. The ſupper being finiſhed ; 


the Landlord, a fellow of ſenſe and drollery, 
W conformable to his Character and Calling, 
makes them no dilagreeable propoſal. Re 
this p = of Chaucer has not yet been mo. 13 
much of It, as may conduce . to our pre ent - - 
a Purpoſe 
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"Wiki: now + the! rage of hunger was „ 
"ak what more joy'd our Hoſt, our wk. 
Thrice welcome (he began)” both great and ſmall? 
Bright lords and ladies fair! Thrice welcome alll. 
Full many a noon has paſs'd, MO FRE: 
Since in this Inn appear d fo brave a fight. © 
„A brayer, never wiſh theſe eyes to ſee! 
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Fain wou d I raiſe your mirth, had I but Kill 
Or were my talent, equal to my will. 
Vet let not the intent be wholly loſt; 

I mean not here to pl you at your coſt. | 

8 To Canterbury, early you proceed ; 
And may the bliſsful Saint your wiſhes 
But if the good and bad you juſtly. weigh, 
Gon the road, and tedious ſeem. the day ; 
For *tis but dull to travel, you muſt own, 

Mute as a fiſh, and ſenſeleſs as a ſtone. 
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. mine, ſuch luckleſs ſilence to prevent; 
| Attend but my award with one conſent, . 
For, by my father's body, long fince dead ; 
Mirth you fall have, at forfeit of my bead: 
If none, n wiſh too willfully withitands ; 
| your minds hold up your hawks] 
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The company, without any reſerve, 
to abide by his deciſion; upon which en- 
couragement he lays. down the law. in this 
manner. 1 
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Then thys our Hoft his 
' The point, bo nobles, take not.in diſdain, 12 5 
The road th ſhorten, and deceive the day, . © 
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8 I will; that each by curns two Stories > 
1 Of ſtrange adventures, Which of old befel; | FR it Wo —_ 
| One, e er you reach Saint Tromas' ſacred 

| And one, eber you regain 1 the Tabbard fign. Z; 

15 Then further, be it ſolemnly agreed; 

b bs, dt in is Pes mal bet hee: 

: Whoſe cloſe is held moſt juſt, whofe | 

is | or profit e or delig] for ſenſe or wit. | TE 

ON His be a ſupper at the eommon mon coſt ws 3 ONE 


wo 
= 


. 
/ 3 
# 


ere, in this hoſt ry, ſitting by this pot. 


Wc ton . 


And more, to aid your: Tport, 


And be at once your governor and guide; inf oh 
Content, the ſhar'd expences to maintain; 
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he great ſatis faction of the Hoſt. 
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We fixa \ oppor at a za d price. 7... 
- Pleas'd was our Hoſt ; ſucceſs i improves FREY 
Pleas'd were the gueſts 3 and loud they call'd en, 
Smooth ev'ry brow, and eaſy ev'ry breaſt ;-\ 

Each took his cordial draught, and went to fe 


A break of day the Pilgrims fer out, and 
the Hoſt obliges them to decide lot wh 
ſhould tell the firſt Tale. 8 


Suffice, that on the Knight the forfeit fell 
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or fate. Who knows * 


Nor know we, nor can tell; yet for the belt 
poſe, it fortun'd. Glad were all the reſt ; 


3 
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had acquir'd content: 
For care is vain, unleſs it can prevent. * 
If then, by me, the ſport muſt be 
Thrice welcome lot (he ſaid) not loſt, but von 
Tuben, ride and liſten (to the croud, n 
And, ﬆ che ny," „ 33 we nde. | 
| This Tale of Love and Hon he Leet 
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Hi barer logs, this tow Nee 
A fairer Burgeſs never trod the (herb! + be. 
=. Tho' bold of ſpeech ; yet not more dane 
= His wits awake, and watchful as his eyes IT 
Load wheii he laugh'd! more 2: tear 
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His wice, was mirth 1 yer Pal a 73 # oy 
[given Tou a ſketch of 15 plan,” 
2s far as it is . 6 to the Tals ;. L | 
mall add a word in re to his manner of 
iümterweaving theſe Tos. the one with. 
EF the other; fo as to cbunect Melly together, 
11 make, if 1 55 uſe the ex reſſion, 
| Hes ſepa med? Arts, All 
n. It was was for 
F . 2s prefix, to the. W of Ga SE LD-A: and 85 
So Err the Prologue; which goes 
before it in Chaucer, and likewiſe to ſub} 
at the end, the I at. the Envoy, ant . the 
Words of our Hoſt, Which follow : this {6 CI 
men will ſufficiently *ſhow' his manner 'of 
ednnecting the whole,” 'Betweerr every Tale, 
ſomething of the ſame nature is introduc'd'z 
which — inſenſihly ons one to another, 
without n the tra ef 40 a circum- 
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Old 3 1 ne we. © cannor BZ 
ways, find the thread that unites qne Story 
ih anoth cher | Boccacs has ſucceeded 
1 than Ovid. 4 in 

m yet far inferior to our Author: 
Characters of Homer in the Hiad, Tani 8 | 


Cbaucer in;his Canterbury. T, ales. Mr. Dryden 
was ny: 1 — with his conduc. on this 


8 derful. rd eye hoon nature, for he has 
aaken, into the compaſs of his Canterbury 
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f | 55 Tales, and of their telling, are ſo ſuited : 
: calling that each of them. would be: im- 


; | opinion of great Mr. Dryden, under 


Wl whoſe 
: little 7 eucer Venen the ſhield of W Jon 
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in, gives them. The matter and manner f 
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Jupiter Tragedian of 1 
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exemplify what I mean, I w 


With both; You, will find them all of 
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For Tou will not find” mi re bean 
lexectition of our Author's 


"You have their Characters 'diſtin&tly drawn, 
and à Plan of the Comedy in which th 
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from the beginning to the end, is the pro- 
Jector and inhivener of the whole 3 hee is tx 
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role on every occaſion, and acts the part 
mot only of Mercury, but of Momus, in the 
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To circumvent no Chaplains with his Graces! 5 
Nor  fulſome Dedication cou'd he write! - © 74 
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« Thou, Sun of hah ! whoſe piercing light 
* Diſpell'd the ſhade ! forbade i it to be night! 
« Oh! that on me thy rays had longer ſhone! | 
Too ſoon departed ! and too lately known ! 
Now deep intomb' d the glorious Poet el 3 
To death a prey ! A leſſon to the vir! 

« Far as 4 friend might yet correct a nd: 
« « (Juſtly to blame, is Jullly to commend?) -' » 
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Ill wou'd the lengthen'd prologue fait your taſte; 1 
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And much I err, indur'd you the delay ; | 
„ Tir'd with the prelude, you'd demand the play. 6 
10 Piemont he ſketches, with a maſter hand! 
40 Saluzzo paints; and Faden i is the land ! , 


_*- Extends the Appenines 3. with theſe you riſe ! 
„Then | Pejulus erects; you touch the ſkies ! 


LL Fas hs : | 0k 
D. 2 1 n Here, 


— 4 


n . PRoLoOGUR 70, ke. 
61 che fireams of To, 66 
rie birth, and gather vigor as they flow! ! 
11 = 8 0 You, hear them downward drive, an eaſtern courſe,, 
a 'Grown to a torrent from a ſcanty ſourſe t IL 
« Paſt to Fmel! their progreſs you purſue z— , 
RF 40 A while you keep Ferrarian tow'rs in view z 70 
F . Thence, chaſe thro' flow'ry meads the watry train: 
* 8 Till Yenice ſees their Paſſage to the main: | 

ae This is the ſum 1 and this I dare to fay : 15 
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